


Our Vision

Together, we can strive for everyone in the 
Triangle to have a home – both on earth and 

in heaven.

Our Mission

Together, through the power of Jesus Christ, 
we will meet the needs of the whole person 
– spiritual, educational, emotional, physical, 

vocational, and social – so that those who are 
hurting may become fully functional members 

of society.

Our City

Together, we can revitalize a three-block 
area around our Main St. church building to 
create an efficient campus to meet current 

and projected needs of helping the homeless 
and the hurting in our community for years to 

come.



Dear Friend of the Homeless and Hurting,

What an awesome God we serve!  Gail and I 
hope as you look over this Annual Report, you are 
aware of a continuing theme…one of showing 
God’s goodness over the past year. 

It seems the time has flown by since we first 
opened in 1974 serving 12 homeless and 
addicted men.  We are amazed to look back 
over the past 39 years and see how time has 
made some major changes in our ministry as well 
as those to whom we minister.

From 12 homeless and addicted men in 1974, to 
almost 400 hungry, homeless, hurting, addicted, 
and abused men, women, and children in 2013, 
we have certainly experienced growing pains 
as time has gone by.  God has stretched us way 
beyond our wildest dreams and we have to say, 

“This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our 
eyes.” Psalm 118:23.  All the glory and honor goes 
to Him!

We are ever mindful and so very grateful for our 
friends and supporters who have partnered with 
us all these years.  Together, with you, we look 
forward to the future, excited as always to see 
what God has in store for us.   

We hope you will come visit us so we can give 
you a tour and you can see the exciting things 
God is doing here at the Durham Rescue Mission. 
Please give us a call at 919.688.9641 x 5028 to let 
us know a convenient time for you to visit us or 
you can reach us by email:   
Mills@DurhamRescueMission.com

God bless you,
 

Dr. Ernie C. Mills, CEO/Founder

A Letter from our Founder



2012 Community Events

The Durham Rescue Mission hosts four annual events 
to give back to the community. Each event has the 
specific purpose of extending opportunities to those 
who are homeless, the working poor, and  
at-risk children. They are able to hear the Good 
News of the Love of God, have a good meal, 
receive free clothing, free groceries, and have 
fun playing games and interacting with our staff, 
residents, and wonderful volunteers!

GlaxoSmithKline employees volunteer filling 
backpacks with school supplies for needy kids.



1,007 Easter Baskets 
Distributed

2,729 Back Packs 
Distributed

669 Thanksigiving 
Dinners Distributed

5,593 Toys 
Distributed

Attendance - 3,803 

Meals served - 4,398 

Clothing - 8,488 

Food Bags - 1,400 

Volunteers - 482

Attendance - 1,439 

Meals served - 1,752 

Clothing - 7,000 

Food Bags - 900 

Volunteers - 332

Attendance - 344 

Meals served - 669 

Clothing - 5,000 

Food Bags - 250 

Volunteers - 389

Attendance - 2,674 

Meals served - 3,262 

Clothing - 6,000 

Food Bags - 1,200 

Volunteers - 508

BACK TO SCHOOL THANKSGIVINGEASTER CHRISTMAS



Center for Hope Timeline

Center for Hope 
Groundbreaking 
Ceremony was 
held on  
January 24, 2012

Construction 
was underway 
for digging the 
basement on 
March 29, 2012

Chandler, Inc. 
brought the 
concrete for the 
foundation on 
April 19, 2012

Wall Supports 
were completed 
on May 31, 2012



Concrete was 
complete on 
the first and 
second floors on 
July 12, 2012

Brick work was 
completed and 
the industrial 
freezer was  
installed on 
October 17, 2012 

Welding was 
completed for 
the roof and 
siding was 
installed on 
August 14, 2012

Governor 
McCrory and  
Mayor Bell 
attended the 
Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony on 
February 13, 2013

Beams were 
welded on the 
first and second 
floors on June 
19, 2012



Samaritan Health Center



Samaritan Health Center (SHC) exists to share the love of Christ by serving those in need through 
health care. SHC opened its first clinic — providing medical, dental, and eye care—at the Durham 
Rescue Mission in February 2009. SHC is a caring group of volunteer health professionals, bringing 
together the resources of area churches, to meet the health care needs of the uninsured and un-
der insured in the name of Jesus Christ. SHC seeks to help eliminate Durham’s health disparities as it 
provides accessible, holistic health care by focusing on the physical as well as the social, emotion-
al, and spiritual needs of patients.

In 2012, SHC offered 1,992 patient visits including first time and repeat patients to residents of the 
Durham Rescue Mission and members of the broader Durham community.
 
SHC has initially served residents and former residents of the Durham Rescue Mission who lack a 
stable source of primary medical or dental care, or who have inadequate health insurance. SHC is 
now expanding to other under served community members as needs become apparent and the 
resources become available.

Health Visits

1,381

Dental Visits

268

Vision Visits

343



Meals Served 
310,101

Safe Overnight Stays 
100,086

Articles of Clothing 
39,664

Hours of  
Vocational Training 

557,622

Hours of Counseling  
Sessions Provided 

14,209

Average Residents 
Served per Month 

274

Pecentage of Victory 
Student Enrollment 

per Month 
38%

Total Number of 
Veterans Served 

this year 
571



Where  
Does Your  
Support Go?

Where Does  
Our Support 
Come From?

Individuals, Churches, Businesses

Thrift Stores

Temps to the Rescue 

Other

56%

3%

39%

3%

Programs 89.5%

Fund 
Raising 

4.1%

General 
& Admin. 

6.4%

Support Services 10.5%

Financial Information



Shelia’s Testimony

“Because Dr. and Mrs. Mills 

listened to God and cared 

enough to lend a helping 

hand’, people like me are 

able to once again get their 

lives back.”



In February 2011 I came to the Durham Rescue 
Mission. I had come to the realization that I needed 
help with my addiction to alcohol. I was using 
alcohol to self-medicate. 

When I was 7 I accepted Christ as my Savior and 
served Him faithfully for many years.  When I was in 
my 20’s I slowly began to get away from church. I 
went on active duty in the military and it became 
easier to find excuses not to attend church. The 
military is in no way to blame for my not attending 
church … it was just Satan’s way of getting his foot 
in the door. Soon I just stopped going all together.

I married someone in the military and for a long 
time everything was fine. We both would go out 
and have a great time partying with friends (it just 
seemed to be the normal way of life). My drinking 
got worse as time went on but I didn’t really “need” 
it…I could go for days without drinking so I didn’t 
think I really had a problem. When I retired from 
the military it steadily got worse. My already shaky 
marriage got worse and soon we separated and I 
left and went to live with my parents.

Everything was fine for a while but I started hanging 
around old friends and falling back into old habits. I 

began to drink alone in my room…first at night to help 
me sleep and then just as a way to cope with my life. 
God was working on me and I kept telling myself I 
was too unworthy, after all I had done how could He 
still love me. 

When I attended church, I went to Florence Memorial 
Baptist Church. My pastor Rev. “Buster” Florence 
(deceased), a friend of the Mission for many years, 
called and asked if they had room for me and was 
told that they always had room for one more. So I 
had my mom bring me to the mission and I checked 
in. One of the first people I met was Rebekah Allred 
and when she told me her story and how the Mission 
had helped her turn her life around and get back to 
God I knew there was hope for me.

Through Bible study, the Victory Program and 
attending a great church (Fellowship Baptist) I slowly 
found my way back.

Because Dr. and Mrs. Mills listened to God and cared 
enough to “lend a helping hand”, people like me are 
able to once again get their lives back. I now have 
a great job working for the Fie Marshall’s Office and 
I have moved out of the Mission and I am renting a 
home in the community.



Montio’s Testimony

“March 31, 2011 was the 

day my life began. On that 

day I was introduced to the 

Durham Rescue Mission  

and the purpose of  

my existence.” 



March 31, 2011 was the day my life began. On that day I was 
introduced to the Durham Rescue Mission and the purpose 
of my existence. Prior to that I had spent the better part 
of 30 years running from responsibility. My self-centered 
lifestyle led me to being homeless, addicted to cocaine, and 
eventually serving as much as 6 years under the supervision 
of the N.C. Department of Correction. 

Upon checking into the Durham Rescue Mission, I have 
learned two valuable lessons from God’s Word that I stand on 
for life. The first I found in Psalm 46:10 it states, “Be still and 
know that I am God; I will be exalted among the heathen, I 
will be exalted in the earth.” In that scripture I was made to 
see that it was time for me to stop running and surrender to 
God. 

I graduated from the mission’s Victory Program in 2012. Upon 
graduation, I have witnessed God place my life in order. I am 
gainfully employed as store manager of one of the Durham 
Rescue Mission’s thrift stores. I am also enrolled in the 
mission’s apprenticeship program which, I pray, ultimately 
will lead to a position on the Rescue Mission staff. I am also 
attending Cedar Grove Bible College and studying online 
through Grand Canyon University pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in Christian studies. 

My end goal is to be able to show others with my same 
background that God has a much better plan for us than the 
ones we often choose for ourselves… “Because straight is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it” (Matt. 7:14). 

This leads to the second lesson I learned here at the Durham 
Rescue Mission. In Luke 9:23 Jesus says “If any man will come 
after me let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.” With this I learned that my life is not about “just 
me”. Daily it is required that I avoid the selfish, self-centered 
life I had grown accustomed to and make sacrifices to be a 
blessing to those around me, all to the glory of God.  
 
Now, for anyone out there who is still lost, can’t seem to find a 
way out, still struggles just to find happiness, and nothing you 
do seems to satisfy you…I leave you with this. “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). God has everything you 
need and all you could want.
 




